
On the subject of…  
                     Waiter!  There’s a fly in my justice! 
                                                             By Viki Eggers Mason 
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school district employee who 
was charged with disorderly 
conduct and resisting arrest way 
back in May of 2007.  This 
woman, who is a principal at one 
of the local 
schools, went to 
court just last 
month.  The offi-
cial "true and cor-
rect copy" of Court 

Clerk Sharon 
Edmond, (upon which the 
social security number of 
the accused  is boldly—if 
unwisely—left un-
redacted) tells us she also 
appeared in court on July 
16th to plead not guilty.   

Interestingly,  the bench notes 
from the January 16th session 
say the woman pleaded 

    February is proving to be a 
month of monumental change 
here in Aberdeen!  Because of the 
actions of the Democratic Execu-
tive Committee, three-term pre-
tender to the Ward 3 alderman’s 
seat, Willie A. Cook, will not be 
allowed to run for that office 
again since he lives in Ward 5.  In 
this case, and at along last, justice 
has been served.  Yippie! 

   Before we get caught 
up in a well-deserved 
celebration, Aberdeen, 
we should note that 
there are still some 
nasty  surprises  in our 
soup. 

   This week, I've been staring at a 
court document from Aberdeen 
Municipal Court concerning one 

"nolo" (which in legalese 
means "no contest")  and sets 
YET ANOTHER court date for 
April 16th, 2008.  I'm really 
confused over this one.  

   The record in this matter, 
which is clear as mud, could be 
the product of  incompetence or 
even ignorance.  Ever the opti-
mist, I suspect it’s both. 

   Top this legal scramble with 
the fact that the Municipal 
Court Clerk told one Aberdeen 
gentleman that all of The Advo-
cate’s interest in this case is 
pointless since the accused has 
already worked off her fine. 
Huh?  Ok.  Now I’m worse 
than confused! If one has not 
yet been found guilty  why 

The Short Street Shuffle 
Sad commentary on the status quo  

                                                                  By Viki Eggers Mason 

   As I type this, I’ve just re-
turned from the regular meet-
ing of Aberdeen’s Board of 
Aldermen. 

   Tonight was a special meet-
ing in that it was the first such 
gathering following the dra-
matic disqualification of Wil-
lie A. Cook as candidate for 
Alderman in Ward 3 by the 
Democratic Executive Com-
mittee. As we all know, as do 
the aldermen and the Mayor, 
Willie A. does not live in 
Ward 3.  He makes his pri-
mary residence in Ward 5.  
This is where the police go to 
serve him summons to special 
meetings of the board.  It is at 
that  address where he parks 
his cars, his construction 
equipment, shaves his whisk-
ers and keeps his skivvies. (I 
only presume he wears them—
I could be wrong.) 

    I won’t lie to you, reader 
friends. I harbored some glim-

mer of hope that the board of 
aldermen would, this night, on 
the heels of the long overdue, 
official decree that he is not   
qualified as an alderman, fi-
nally announce a vacancy in 
Ward 3. I had hoped they 
would finally get on with the 
business of providing some 
representation for those of us 
unlucky enough to have lived 
without an Alderman for the 
past four years. (Perhaps 
longer because I don’t know 
when Wee Willie moved out of 
Ward 3. I only know he’s been 
collecting a handsome pay-
check and many delightful 
benefits of serving as Alder-
man even though he is not 
qualified and, therefore, not 
permitted to assume such du-
ties or enjoy such benefits by 
Mississippi law.) 

   Alas, Aberdeenians, I seem 
to have expected far too much 
of the other aldermen and the  

Mayor. They obviously don’t 
have it in them to stand up for 
that which is right and lawful. 

   We must remember this 
cowardice at the voting booth! 

  And so, Willie A. Cook’s 
midnight move from his home 
at 505 Matubba to his rental 
property over on Short Street 
in order to fool the Executive 
Committee will go down in 
Aberdeen history as the Short 
Street Shuffle.  And we will 
endure another few weeks of 
unworthy men making bad 
decisions beginning with the 
decision where they, as usual, 
take the easy way out. 

   Still, we have a bright future 
free from dirty tricks and 
fraud ahead of us.  We are on 
the road to recovery, of this I 
have no doubt!   

   There will be change and we 
will look back on this scandal-
ous administration in shame. 

          Continued on Page 3 
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Issues and Answers 
In our continuing effort to assist the voters of Aberdeen in their quest for a new and more effective city government, we 
offer to all candidates (who are not incumbents) space in this publication to address questions and offer solutions to Ab-
erdeen’s problems.  Candidates, if you wish to play along, please provide a typewritten answer of 150 words or fewer to 

the following questions: 

We frequently hear that among the primary reasons for business failures in Aberdeen are employee 
theft and shoplifting.  How will your administration help ensure that crimes such as these are dealt with 

effectively? 

              Deliver your answers to 112 East Washington Street, Aberdeen, or email them to  -  advocate@vikimason.com   

Deadline 12 Noon, Wednesday, February 13, 2008 

This week’s question:   

   Several years ago, our very knowl-
edgeable Planning and Zoning Com-
mittee was effectively dismantled and 
replaced when one alderman pushed 
to put a single-wide mobile home 
within the city limits and met with 
opposition from the P&Z Committee.  
What part does Planning and Zoning 
play in our future and how will you 
take steps to ensure compliance with 
the good plan we have in place? 

Ed Rayfield—Candidate for Alder-
man, Ward 2: 

   Cities are places where people can 
live, learn, work, visit and play. They  

should offer a wide range of services— 
schools, parks, health care, stores, restau-
rants and transportation, to name just a 
few.  

   Cities that are vibrant and attractive are 
where residents, visitors and businesses 
want to be.   

 
   In Aberdeen, the City Planning and 
Zoning Department helps to guide the 
way the city looks and grows. City Plan-
ning and Zoning works with the commu-
nity and other City departments to set 
goals and policies for development, while 
keeping important social, economic and 
environmental concerns in mind.  

                                                                      

 

Mayor 

• Cecil Belle (I) 

• Jim Ballard 

• Steve Lance—Independent 

 

Chief of Police 

• Walter Sykes (I) 

• Henry Randle 

• Quinell Shumpert 

 

 

 

Ward 1 

• Alonzo Sykes (I) 

• Robert Devaull 

• Donald Dahlem 

 

Ward 2 

• Cloyd Garth, Sr. (I) 

•  Ed Rayfield 

• Wilchie Clay 

• Curly Payne 

 

Ward 3 

• Roger Cooperwood 

• David Ewing 

• Jarrod Jones 

• Dwight Stevens 

Ward 4 

• Brunson Odom (I) 

• Randy Nichols 

• Willie “Bug” Jackson, Jr. 

 

   Good planning leads to orderly growth and 
helps us to have the type of community we 
want.  In working with the other aldermen, I 
would ensure that we have a Compliance Pro-
gram that provides a proactive program that 
ensures full compliance with all applicable poli-
cies, procedures, laws and regulations. 

 

Ward 5 

• John Allen 

• Stephen Bowen 

• Henry Calvert, MD 

• Tony Rogers 
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            Becka’s Burger Shack 

 North Hwy. 45 

369-4275 

Monday through Friday 

              10:00 a.m.— 8:00 p.m. 

would one submit to public service in 
order to expunge the record? Help me 
think this through, neighbors.  If there 
was a sentence of any sort having been 
worked off, would not the efforts of the 
accused been noted on the official docu-
ment—you know down where it says: 
RECIEPTS: (Date, Type, Method, 
Amount)?  Something is fishy here. 

  As I was pondering this puzzling pa-
perwork, I remembered 
an interesting bit of 
reading material which 
came to me back during 
the County elections.  
The little booklet was 
delivered to my apart-
ment one Sunday morn-
ing by a man who had 
picked it up at the high 
school football game 
the previous Friday night (August 24, 
2007). What he gave me was an obvi-
ously well-used and stepped-upon-more-
than-once  copy of that night’s football 
program printed, I’m told, by the stu-
dents at Aberdeen’s Alternative Learn-
ing Center.  What makes it so interesting 
is the fact that the entire back page of 
the program is taken up by a campaign 
advertisement for (then) candidate for 
Justice Court Judge Adrian Haynes.   

   I had an AHA! moment. 

   You see, the school district employee I 
mentioned earlier in this story is none 
other than the Alternative Learning Cen-
ter Principal Willie Mae Johnson! 

   I rushed to my file cabinet 
where I keep le dossier sur la 
juge to review Judge Haynes’ 
campaign expense reports.  
Humm.  No “full page ad for 
AHS booster club” is listed there.  I 
wonder what’s up with that? 

     Surely the Aberdeen School District did 
not officially endorse any candidate, let 
alone one like Judge Haynes who might 
have a hand in adjudicating the crimes of 
youngsters?  Surely Principal Johnson 
would not have ventured so far as to “give 
away” such an important piece of market-
ing real estate!  What possible reason 
could an Alternative School principal have 
for using her influence and the school dis-
trict’s resources to push a judicial candi-
date into office?? 

tool from East Mississippi Lumber Company 
where I work. Two employees spent an entire 
afternoon in court (while on the company clock) 
waiting for the matter to come before Judge 
Haynes.  Our shoplifter was found guilty and 
we were told he would make restitution.  To 
date, he hasn’t paid a dime.  Is this how justice 
is meted out in the real world, or is it just Aber-
deen that loses criminals through the cracks? 

   In the course of this election cycle, please 
remember to ask the candidates this:  Since 
businesses in Aberdeen suffer huge losses each 
year because of employee theft and shoplift-
ing, how will your administration help en-
sure that crimes such as these are dealt with 

effectively?  Will you immediately remove 
Judge Haynes from the bench? If not, why 
not? If they have any answer other than, 
“She’s history,” you have not found the best 
candidate!  Justice must be served, my 
friends, but it must be served without all 
those pesky flies.   

    Meanwhile, can we call in the swat team? 

    Oh!  Wait! WAIT! Willie Mae was ticketed 
for her misconduct months before the election.  
Is it even remotely possible that she “helped’ 
Judge Haynes get elected in order to facilitate the  
erasure of her crimes?  This is highly unlikely, 
isn’t it??  I’m sure they were simply buddies and, 
for Pete’s sake, what are friends for? 

   On a hunch, I attempted to interview one of the 
two arresting officers about the matter.  I had 
information that the officers in question waited 
patiently for months for the matter to appear on 

the docket.  My sources told me that the 
officers finally felt it necessary to go to the 
City Attorney for help in getting the matter 
out of Judge Haynes’ dark closet and into the 
sunlit courtroom.  (There is, I’m told, a 
magical disappearing closet at city hall, 
where paperwork is known to dematerialize.  
It was designed, I’m sure, by the same folks 
who made the famous closet in the 
White House where Hillary Clin-
ton’s Whitewater papers became 

invisible for so many months after they 
were subpoenaed.)  Interestingly, the 
officer told me he couldn’t (or would-
n’t) discuss the matter with me. Which may or 
may not confirm the fact that the Chief of Police 
is said to have taken exception to the officers’ 
audacity in approaching the prosecutor with their 
problem.  Fortunately for us, not everybody is 
intimidated by Chief Sykes, who left court that 
day with his arm around Ms. Johnson—perhaps 
consoling the poor little thing. 

  According to an eyewitness who had occasion 
to be in the Municipal Courtroom on January 
16th when  Miss Willie Mae was found guilty, it 
was over the strenuous objection of the prosecut-
ing attorney that Johnson was not made to pay 
the customary fine for her offense. Since there 
was to be no jail time, the prosecutor also re-

quested that she be placed on something kin to 
probation for six months. 

   Interestingly, the “true and correct copy” of 
Court Clerk Edmond says:  “1-16-08 plead 
nolo for three months with no charged.”  This 

is written in Edmondese, however, if I translate it 
correctly, the six-month probationary period 
seems to have been cut in half for reasons known 
only to Haynes, Edmond and Willie Mae John-
son and her imported attorney. 

   Neighbors, in our fair community, businesses 
struggle to keep their doors open because of 
shoplifters.  While our noble police officers do 
their jobs and bring the shoplifters to the court-
room, all too often, our Municipal Judge lets the 
offenders go with little or no punishment.   

   I can speak from some experience here.  Over 
two years ago a man lifted an expensive power 

Correction 

   In some copies of the February 18th edi-
tion of the Aberdeen Advocate we made 
reference to an unnamed Aberdeen School 
District Principal saying she was 
“convicted” of resisting arrest and disorderly 
conduct.   

   While this woman was charged with these 
crimes and appeared in Municipal Court on 
at least one occasion, the word “convicted” 
may have been used improperly. (For the 
record it was my word.  I inserted it into the 
story otherwise written by Don Rowe be-
cause I believed it to be an honest reflection 
of the outcome of the case.)  The court docu-
ments indicate she was found to offer “no 
contest” and has agreed to a plea bargain as 
noted elsewhere in this edition.  Is that con-
viction?  I’m not sure. 

   If I have made a material misstatement, I 
am most certainly and sincerely sorry.  VEM 
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Our Thanks to Our 
 Supporters! 

Aberdeen Marina 

Aberdeen Muffler & Brake 

Becka’s Burger Shack 

Hair Visions By Lisa 

Marina Road Package Store                 

Michelle’s Barber Shop 

Mr. Charlie’s 

Piggly Wiggly 

Reflections 

 
 

 
112 East Washington Street 

Aberdeen, Mississippi  39730 
Phone: 662-369-0449 

 
Email: AberdeenAdvocate@bellsouth.net 

viki@vikimason.com 

The Aberdeen Advocate 

The Aberdeen Advocate is com-
mitted to the goal of improving the 

quality of life in Aberdeen and 
Monroe County by identifying and 

exposing waste and mismanage-
ment in Government. To these 

ends we humbly offer our observa-
tions and opinions. 
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“Our forefathers 
made just one mis-
take.  They should 

have fought for rep-
resentation without 

taxation!” 
 

        ...Fletcher Knebel    


